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Agenda 

ÅLeptospirosis 

ÅKnownôs and unknownôs 

ÅLeptospira in livestock 

ÅHuman disease risk 

ÅEffects on livestock production 

ÅVaccination 

 



ÅBacterial disease: all mammals 

 

ÅNZ: highest incidence in OECD 

Å  40-fold underreported 

 

ÅOccupational exposure 

Å Freezing workers, farmers, vets, sheep 

shearers, AITs, stock drivers... 

 

ÅAbout 6/250 serovars in NZ  

 

ÅVaccines for animals only (3 serovars)  

Leptospirosis 



Clinical leptospirosis 

ÅFlu-like in humans: mild - severe 

ÅHeadache, light hypersensitivity 

ÅKidney failure, haemoglobinuria, 

jaundice, liver failure 

 

ÅUp to 15% lamb mortality in 

outbreaks 

Å Increased ewe death rates 

Å9% of all abortions in beef breeding 

herds (H+P) 

ÅProduction loss in deer 


